LABOUR   AND   MATERIALS   FOR   REBUILDING
make bricks on the condition that they were sold at or below a
fixed rate. If cartage rates had been too high, the permission
to make up and use a road damaged by the constant passage of
brick-wagons would have been qualified by stipulations on this
score. Samuel Rolle, whose sermons covered the whole field
of rebuilding activities, never commented on such abuses,
except during the coal-famine. He constantly exhorted men
to invest in the erection of new houses, contrasting their
probable yield with the six per cent which was all that could
then be hoped for in foreign trade, despite its hazards.1 He
urged workmen to work well, and suppliers of materials to
wrong themselves rather than others, but, in discourses whose
form and content remarkably resembled the modern leading
articles whose place they took, he never attacked profiteers or
exorbitant labour. Phillippes,a in his handbook for buyers, did
go so far as to declare that bricks were 'now somewhat dear,
about 18 or 2os a thousand', but his is the nearest thing to a
complaint that the records disclose. The cumulative value of
such negative evidence is strong. It does not prove that prices
did not rise, but it is a reasonable indication that they did not
rise oppressively. The city never had recourse to the price-
fixing clauses, and it would appear that it never needed to do so.
How the demand for supplies was met without seriously
raising prices can only be guessed at.s The absence of a rise in
wages is more easily accounted for. The main cause, un-
doubtedly, was the opening of the highly paid London labour
market to the provincial artificer. Section 16 of the Act
granted to all artificers, labourers and workmen, who were not
freemen of London, but who were employed in the rebuilding
of the city, the same liberty of working as the freemen, of those
1 S. Rolle, op. cit., p. 37. Rolle was a person of some eminence. A scholar of Trinity
College, Cambridge, he was later appointed chaplain in ordinary to the King.
2 Op. cit.  Printed in 1676, it was almost certainly prepared several years earlier.
It was the fifth edition of a popular handbook, the fourth, which appeared in 1663,
having been largely burnt in the Fire. The price at Cambridge, a brick-using town,
varied between 175. and 2 is. during the years 1659-65: (J. E. Thorold Rogers,
A History of Agriculture and Prices in England, vi (Oxford, 1888), pp, 518-19),
8 See below, p. 121 et seq.
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